
Ryan Dall Proposal 

Regional Qualification System for NCAA Division II 

Outdoor Track & Field Championships 
 

This is a proposal to change the current system by which NCAA Division II athletes qualify to the national 

championship meet. This proposal is geared toward aligning us more with how other NCAA sports are 

qualifying to their championships using the NCAA Division II regionalization policy, by providing access to 

the championships from every region of the country. 

  

The proposal gives a greater number of student-athletes a chance to compete in a postseason 

championship round. It puts more emphasis on head-to-head competition and late-season 

performances, instead of a list of season-long performances, while maintaining the ability to “auto 

qualify” straight to the final round of the championships. 

 

The proposal is to allow student-athletes to qualify by region to compete in a Super Regional 

Championships round. The top competitors from the Super Regional, as well as top auto-qualifiers in 

each event, then qualify to compete at the Final Round of the Championships. 

 

AUTO-QUALIFIERS 
The top four (4) individuals and the top four (4) relay teams off of the season-ending performance 

declaration list prior to the postseason Championships automatically qualify for the Final Round of the 

Championships, regardless of their performance at the Super Regional meet. They may choose to 

participate or not in the Super Regional; not participating in the Super Regional round would not 

disqualify them from the Final Championship round. Ties for the final auto-qualifying spot would be 

broken using established qualifying tie-breaking procedures. 

 

REGIONAL DECLARATIONS 
Coaches will need to declare their athletes in events that they want to compete in the postseason 

competition after the last day to qualify, similar to how we student-athletes currently declare for the 

Championships on DirectAthletics. In each of the eight Division II regions, the top eight (8) declared 

student-athletes in each individual event (including auto qualifiers that declare to compete), other than 

the men’s Decathlon and the women’s Heptathlon, and the top four (4) declared relay teams in each 

relay shall automatically qualify for the NCAA Division II Men’s and Women’s Outdoor Track & Field 

Championships and participate in their assigned first round Super Regional competition. 

 

SUPER REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS ROUND 
This round will consist of four (4) Super Regional meets. Each Super Regional would consist of two (2) 

regions combined. The regions would be combined as follows: 

 

Super Region 1: East Region and Atlantic Region (83 Division II Institutions) 



Super Region 2: Southeast Region and South Region (74 Division II Institutions) 

Super Region 3: Midwest Region and Central Region (82 Division II Institutions) 

Super Region 4: South Central Region and West Region (69 Division II Institutions) 

 

Using this model, there is very good balance in terms of number of institutions per region, and travel 

would be minimized by combining regions that border each other. 

 

The individual events will consist of 16 student-athletes. Each relay will have eight (8) teams, allowing 

relays to be run in one round. Each Super Regional will be contested in two (2) days with two (2) rounds 

of competition in all running events less than 3,000 meters, and one (1) round of competition in the 

relays, field events, 3,000-meter steeplechase, 5,000 meters, and 10,0000 meters, following NCAA rules 

of flights and advancement.  

 

The top three (3) student-athletes in each individual event and the top two (2) teams in each relay event 

will advance to the Final Round of the Championships. Any student-athletes or relay teams who are 

already auto-qualified and choose to compete in the Super Regional would be removed from 

consideration for the top three (3) individual qualifier spots or top two (2) relay qualifier spots in their 

qualifying event. For example, if an auto-qualified student-athlete finishes first in that event at the Super 

Regional, the three (3) qualifying spots would go to second through fourth place, instead of first through 

third. 

 

MULTI-EVENT QUALIFYING 
The men’s decathlon and the women’s heptathlon would not be contested at the Super Regional. 

Instead, the top 16 student-athletes in each event from the season-ending performance declaration list 

qualify for the Final Round of the Championships. 

 

FINAL ROUND OF THE CHAMPIONSHIPS 
The top three (3) finishers in each individual event and the top two (2) relays in each relay event at the 

Super Regional meet will advance to the Final Round of the Championships, along with the four (4) auto-

qualifiers per event, giving the final round a field of 16 athletes in each individual event and 12 teams in 

each relay event. Qualifiers from the Super Regional MUST compete in any event they qualify in from 

the Super Regional round except relays. The Final Round of the Championships will be conducted 

similarly to the current championships, in a three-day format. 

 

CHAMPIONSHIPS CALENDAR 
The Final Round of the Championships would be held the weekend after the current championships, 

with the Super Regionals two weeks prior to that (currently, the last day to qualify). This change to the 

Championships calendar provides at least two major benefits. First, the Division II Championships will 

not be competing with the NCAA Division I First Round and the NCAA Division III Championships for 

meet officials. Second, it would put Division II on a weekend with no other NCAA track and field 

championship meets, offering additional chances for publicity and recognition for our sport in our 

division.  

 



The change to the Championships calendar would keep some student-athletes on campus one week 

longer, but with a smaller field in the Final Round of the Championships, a number of student-athletes 

would end their season one week earlier than under the current model. 

 

In 2016, the Championships calendar under this proposal would have looked as follows: 

 

May-June 2016 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

May 1 2 3 4 5 6 
Final Weekend 
- Conference 
Championships 

7 
Final Weekend 
- Conference 
Championships 

8 
 

9 
Declarations 
Due 

10 
Super 
Regional 
Selections 

11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 
Super Regional 

21 
Super Regional 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31 June 1 2 
Final Round 

3 
Final Round 

4 
Final Round 

 

The Championships calendar allows two weeks between conference weekend and Super Regional 

weekend and two weeks between the Super Regional and the Final Round of the Championships. 

 

CHAMPIONSHIPS HOSTING 
The NCAA would fund the hosting and conduct of the Super Regional competition. Funding for this 

additional competition would come from existing funds for the Championships that would be available 

as a result of reducing the size of the Final Round of the Championships. Bidding for host sites for the 

Super Regional round and Final Round of the Championships would be done through the standard NCAA 

Championships bid process. 


