
USTFCCCA 
Minutes of the Division I Cross Country Coaches Executive Committee and General 

Sessions 

Orlando, FL 

December 13-16, 2016 

I. Voting Issues in General Voting Session 

A. Slate from the Nominations & Elections Committee 

i. Ray Treacy for Women’s At-large Representative 

ii. Joe Franklin for Division I Cross Country At-large Representative 

to the USTFCCCA Board of Directors 

iii. Motion from Nominations & Elections Committee, approved by 

Executive Committee unanimously 

iv. Voting Results 

1. Treacy elected (315-15-12) 

2. Franklin elected (288-45-26) 

B. All-Academic Team Designation      

    Passed: 201-148-8 

i. Motion: Eliminate the requirement that a team must start at the 

NCAA Regional meet in order to qualify for the All-Academic 

Team award. 

ii. From Executive Committee: Motion – Schwier, second 

Passed 11-9-2. Motion above 

C. Cross Country Proposal Moratorium     

    Passed: 190-149-20 
i. Motion: Implement a one (1)-year moratorium on proposals, or 

proposals derived from the same philosophy, that have gone 

through the proposal cycle and been defeated.  

[Note: the language above was voted on in the General Voting 

Session. The wording that was voted on in the Executive 

Committee was slightly different. That language was, “Implement 

a one (1)-year moratorium on the resubmission of a proposal, or 

the submission of a proposal derived from the same philosophy, 

that has gone through the full proposal cycle.”] 

ii. From Executive Committee: Motion – Horst, second 

Passed 19-3-1. Motion above 

D. Amended Matt Esche Proposal for National Championships 

Qualifying    Failed: 72-149-2 

i. Motion: To align Men’s and Women’s Cross Country with other 

Division I Sports in Qualifying for NCAA Championships 

ii. Executive Committee: Motion – Esche, second 

Passed 13-8-1. Motion above 

  



E. Individual Qualifiers to NCAA Championships    

    Passed: 134-87-6 

i. Motion: Eliminate the existing Championships qualification 

requirement that all individual automatic qualifiers must finish in 

the top 25 of their region. 

ii. From General Session: Motion – Murray, second 

Passed by voice vote. Motion above 

iii. Executive Committee. Motion – Murray, second 

Failed: 3-11-7 

F. Recruiting Calendar        

    Passed: 149-75-4 

i. Motion: Adopt recommendation of the Recruiting Calendar 

Working Group regarding changes to the recruiting calendar and 

NLI signing date. 

ii. From joint T&F/XC Executive Committee. Motion – Waters, 

second 

Passed: 42-8-2. Motion above 

 (A-C – Membership Vote, D-F – Unit Vote) 

 

II. Executive Committee Votes 

A. Bylaw Revision Proposals 2016-01, 02, 03, 06, 07, 09, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 

16 

i. Motion: Adopt changes to the USTFCCCA Operating Bylaws of 

NCAA Division I Program Membership Divisions (Cross Country) 

in the proposal items above 

ii. Motion – Law & Legislation Committee, second 

Passed: 24-0-0 

B. Bylaw Revision Proposal 2016-04 

i. Motion: Make the Poll Coordinators non-voting members of the 

Division I Cross Country Executive Committee 

ii. Motion – Law & Legislation Committee, Second 

Passed 23-0-1 

C. Bylaw Revision Proposal 2016-05 

i. Motion: Revise the wording of Bylaw 2.05 A: …(3) in 

conjunction with the chief executive officer (CEO) of the 

USTFCCCA, act as the representative of the Association before 

the NCAA; (4) establish all committees of the Association and 

appoint committee members;… 

ii. Motion – Law & Legislation Committee, Second 

Failed 2-20-2 

D. Bylaw Revision Proposal 2016-08 
i. Motion: Eliminate the Championships Committee and 

Subcommittees and to revise the wording of past president 

responsibilities. 

ii. Motion – Law & Legislation Committee, second 

Passed: 24-0-0 



E. Bylaw Revision Proposal 2016-15 
i. Motion: Enable a Simple Majority of the Executive Committee to 

designate a General Voting Session item be conducted as a Unit 

Vote. 

ii. Motion – Law & Legislation Committee, second 

Passed: 23-0-1 

F. Bylaw Revision Proposal 2016-17 
i. Motion: Revise Officer turnover to take place at the conclusion of 

the USTFCCCA annual meeting.  

ii. Motion – Law & Legislation Committee, second 

Passed: 22-0-0 

G. Bylaw Revision Proposal 2016-18 
i. Motion: Change Officers’ Terms to three (3) years and to eliminate 

the Past Past President (effective December 17, 2016) and to 

eliminate the position of Second Vice President (effective 

December 16, 2017) 

ii. Motion – Law & Legislation Committee, second 

Passed: 22-0-0 

H. Transitional NCAA Division I Members in Regional Rankings 
i. Motion: Include teams transitioning to Division I in regional 

rankings. 

ii. Motion – Blake, second 

Passed: 23-1-0 

I. Consequences for a Loss in the At-large Selection Process 

i. Motion: Subtract an at-large point for each loss a school’s A-team 

incurs to any and all Division I teams that are not selected to the 

NCAA Championships. 

ii. Motion – Smith, second 

Failed: 8-9-4 

J. Scholarship Equity Proposal 

i. Motion: All schools participating in Division I Cross Country must 

declare a maximum of five (5) scholarships for men or six (6) 

scholarships for women (including all countable aid) on the 

institutional squad list by the first countable date of competition. 

ii. Motion: Thomas, second 

iii. Failed in joint T&F/XC Executive Committee: 6-40-6 

 

III. Voting Issues in Regional Breakout Sessions 

A. Men’s Regional Representatives 
  Great Lakes: Kevin Sullivan (Michigan– 1

st
 Term) 

  Mountain: Jon Murray (Texas Tech – 2
nd

 Term) 

  South Central: Stefanie Slekis (North Texas – 1
st
 Term) 

B. Women’s Regional Representatives 

   Great Lakes: Taryn Sheehan (Western Michigan – appointed by 

President Smith to complete term) 

   Mid-Atlantic: Amy Horst (Loyola – 2
nd

 Term) 



   Mountain: Mackenzie Wartenberger (Utah – appointed by President 

Smith to complete term) 

   Northeast: Andy Ronan (Stony Brook – 1
st
 Term)   

IV. Executive Committee – Other Topics 

A. Sports Sponsorship 
i. Motion: Reduce the minimum number of contests to satisfy sports 

sponsorship from six (6) to five (5) if the amended Esche Proposal 

passes. 

ii. Motion – Parker, tabled to March 1, 2017 pending outcome of 

voting result on Esche Proposal 

B. Regional Qualifying 

i. Motion: Establish criteria for Regional meet qualifying 

ii. Motion – Capron, assigned to working group chaired by Alex 

Gibby 

C. Cross Country Scholarships 
i. Motion: Establish five (5) scholarships for men and six (6) 

scholarships for women for cross country 

ii. Motion – Alford, assigned to joint T&F/XC working group chaired 

by Bryan Fetzer 

D. NCAA Student-Athlete Time Demand Legislation 

i. Discussed NCAA time balance legislation. No action taken. 

E. Presentations 

i. Shannon Wright – USTFCCCA National Office presented the new 

USTFCCCA proposal process 

ii. Jeff Mlynski – NCAA Assistant Director of Championships and 

Alliances, Angie Lansing – NCAA Division I Track & Field and 

Cross Country Sport Committee Chair, Mark Kostek – 

NCAA secretary-rules editor for men’s and women’s track and 

field/cross country, and Dan Calandro – NCAA Director of 

Playing Rules and Officiating 

iii. Tom Lewis – USTFCCCA National Office previewed ranking/poll 

dates and future submittal procedures 

F. USTFCCCA Division I Cross Country Committee Reports 

i. Secretary’s Report – Jones.  2015 Minutes reviewed and 

accepted. 

ii. Nominations and Elections – Harwick. See voting slates 

iii. Awards Committee – Gondak. No report 

iv. Law & Legislation Committee – Jones.  See Bylaw revisions 

v. Championships Committee – Cleary. Presented report of 

Championships Qualifying Review Subcommittee and Working 

Group on At-large Qualifying. See I.A above. 

vi. Polls Committee – Mitchell. 2017 Ranking Dates: August 23, 

September 10, 17, 24, October 1, 15, 29. Poll Dates: August 25, 

September 12, 19, 26, October 3, 17, 31, November 12. 

  



G. 2017 Executive Committee Conference Call Schedule 
i. January 11, February 8, March 8, April 12, May 10, June 14, July 

12, August 9 September 13, October 11, November 8  

V. General Session – other topics 

i. Next year’s Phoenix, Arizona convention dates: Wednesday, 

December 13, 2017 through Saturday, December 16, 2017. 

 

Executive Committee Meetings (Dave Smith presiding: 12/13-12/16) 

12/13/16 Called to order at 5:05 pm.  Adjourned at 10:05 pm. 

(Blake, Braden, Burns, Clark, Cleary, Dolan, Esche, Gibby, Gondak, Grove-McDonough, 

Hamer, Harwick, Haynes, Horst, Jones, McRaven, Mitchell, Murray, Oliver, Rosen, 

Santos, Senakiewich, Smith, Wood) 

 

12/14/16 Called to order at 2:55 pm.  Adjourned at 4:35 pm. 

(Blake, Braden, Burns, Clark, Cleary, Dolan, Esche, Gibby, Gondak, Grove-McDonough, 

Hamer, Harwick, Haynes, Horst, Jones, McRaven, Mitchell, Murray, Oliver, Santos, 

Senakiewich, Smith, Vroman, Wood) 

 

12/15/16 Called to order at 10:05 am.  Adjourned at 12:15 pm. (Executive Committee 

meeting preceded by Regional Breakouts from 8:15-9:45 am) 

(Blake, Braden, Burns, Clark, Cleary, Dolan, Esche, Gibby, Gondak, Grove-McDonough, 

Hamer, Harwick, Haynes, Horst, Jones, McRaven, Mitchell, Murray, Oliver, Santos, 

Senakiewich, Smith, Vroman, Wood) 

 

12/16/15 Executive Committee meeting canceled 

 

General Sessions 

12/14/16 Called to order at 8:25 am.  Adjourned at 10:05 am  

12/15/16 Called to order at 1:50 pm.  Adjourned at 3:45 pm 

12/16/16 General Session cancelled 


