
USTFCCCA Convention 2013 -- D2 Cross Country 

Tuesday, December 17, 2013 

Meeting called to order @ 4:17 PM 

 

Attendance: 92 

 

● Scott Lorek introduced officers. 

● Marlon Brink was presented an award for service. 

● Scott made a motion to approve the 2012 convention minutes 

● A voice vote was taken and the motion was passed. 

● Lisa reported on the Cross Country Polls 

○ Polls will appear a week later and it was mentioned that rating courses was 

brought up as well 

 

● Old Business 

○ Motion - During fall festival year the xc championships wbe held the traditional 

saturday before thanksgiving. 

○ Action - Supported by the D2 NCAA T&F committee. Currently with the d2 champ 

committee. 

○ Motion - Only active schools that are eligible for national championships can 

compete at the regional competitions. 

○ Action - passed effective 2013 

○ Motion - Move the student athlete banquet to the Friday evening before the 

national champs 

○ ACtion  - passed 

○ Motion -  Add another recall starter to the stand behind the start line. in the 

middle of the field. 

○ Action - requires rule change submission. Will be done but the USTFCCCA 

before may 1, 2014. 

■ It was noted that this will bring the total number of people to 4. The 

question of reimbursement for the added cost was mentioned. 

○ Motion - Division 2 coaches are in support of a combined cross country national 

championships 

○ Action - Supported by all three NCAA T&F committees ncaa will put together bid 

in the spring. 

■ Discussion was brought up regarding climate and region.  

■ Scott mentioned that the NCAA is putting up a request for bids to host the 

national meet. 

● New Business 

○ Marlon Bring reported on the standardization of scoring and reporting. 

○ Course requirements Subcommittee 

■ Cross Country rulebook is being examined so that course requirements 

and be updated. 

○ Wrist watch ban proposal. 



■ One coach spoke against revoking the rule. 

○ Concerns and suggestions regarding the video coverage at NCAA’s 

○ First competition allowed seven days after first official practice 

○ Change the women’s regional and national competition distance to 8k 

■ Discussion was brought up that the 8k distance would be more equitable. 

■ Potential disadvantage of having a different distances than other divisions 

would hurt recruiting. 

■ A Straw Poll was asked for 

● For: 34 

● Against: 34 

○ Discussing the national qualification process. 

■ Considering changes to the current system in an effort to have the best 

field  

● Katie Holmes and Scott Groom Q and A 

○ Currently there is a search for a facility that would be able to host all three 

divisions at the same time. 

■ The process was explained. 

■ The question was posed as to what support the NCAA would be willing to 

offer. Katie mentioned that it would be comparable to hosting a national 

event. 

■ There is no requirement that schools from every division would be 

required to host the event. 

○ Traditional date for the XC championship on festival years has been rejected 

each of the last two years 

■ Katie suggested that we find another way to try and get our desired result. 

 

 

Wednesday, December 18, 2013 

Meeting called to order @ 10:02 AM 

Attendance: 82 

 

The following motions were presented along with rationale. No discussion occurred. 

 

● Increased Distance for Women 

○ It was noted that the committee decided not to bring this motion forward and that 

further discussion would be required. 

○ It was noted that there would be some sort of communication with D1 and D3.  

● Fall Festival Date Change 

○ Gary Towne spoke 

○ Rationale - More than half of the athletes participating are adversely affected by 

a significantly lengthened season. 50% of the sports participating are competing 

at a later date than their traditional date of national competition. The traditional 

date of competition avoids the overlap with our other traditional date of first 

competition for indoor track and field. (1) the NCAA would have more options for 



venues due to lesser possibility of inclement weather, not only in cross country, 

but other festival sports as well; (2) it supports “Life in Balance” as student-

athletes  would be able to be home for the Thanksgiving holiday; most institutions 

are in are going into exam week shortly after Thanksgiving weekend and student-

athletes are asked to miss almost an entire week of classes at this crucial 

academic time; (3) Student-athlete welfare is jeopardized in that they are running 

in or close to darkness when time change occurs; (4)  Extending the cross 

country season disrupts the Life in Balance of these student-athletes who often 

compete in three sports. 

● Watch Ban Proposal 

○ Rationale - Not necessary because the backup systems for timing cover various 

angles and the risk of obscuring the bib numbers is small. Would also bring us in 

line with the other divisions that do not restrict athletes from wearing watches. 

○ Steve Picucci spoke about the watch ban 

● Presenting all 40 All-American Awards at the Site of Competition 

○ Rationale - Mirrors the practice of the other two divisions and recognizes the 

accomplishments of all recognized athletes. Not recognizing 16-40 reflects poorly 

on the accomplishment. Recognizing all All-Americans enhances the 

championship experience for all involved. Allows the presentation of all 

USTFCCCA awards (including coach of the year and athlete of the year) at the 

national championships. 

● Change of the first date of competition - Joe Haggenmiller 

○ Proposal was returned to Joe Haggenmiller with rationale 

○ It was noted that the proposal by Joe Haggenmiller did not receive a motion to be 

brought to the entire body and died in committee. 

 

Adjourned @ 10:32 AM 

 


